[Transient unilateral oculomotor paralysis].
A three-year-old girl was admitted to the hospital one day after the acute onset of drooping of the left eyelid, associated with oculomotor external ophthalmoplegia. General neurological and physical examination was unremarkable. Results of serological tests as well as the clinical course of the disease (spontaneous recovery) show that the unilateral oculomotor neuropathy was most likely due to a self-limited enteroviral infection. The virus could not be cultured in the CSF. Echovirus type 11 as well as Coxsackie B4 virus might have caused the disease. During treatment with prednisone for 3 weeks in decreasing doses the girl recovered, by the seventh day she was able to raise her eyelid. 3 1/2 months later she had no evidence of residual ptosis and full range of ocular movements.